BUCKERELL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 22nd February 2017 at Doug’s Shed, Splatthayes, Buckerell
Those Present

Wendy Wayne - Chair (WW)

Prue Pinsent - Vice Chair (PP)

Jo Gillingham (JG)

Russell Powell (RP)

Richard Reeve - Clerk (RR)

There was one member of the public present.

1. Apologies 
Apologies were received from Councillor Susie Bond (SB) and PCSO Phil Anning.
2. Minutes of meeting held on 4th January 2017
The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting. This was proposed by RP and seconded by JG
3. Matters Arising

a) Ref 3c) - A thank you had been received from the church for the donation to the Clock Restoration Fund.

b) Ref 10 - WW confirmed that she had sent a letter regarding school funding 

c) Ref 16c) -RR advised that he had been informed by Mike Brown at Devon Highways that they were under no obligation to inform the council about any roadworks that were taking place outside of the parish. This was despite the roadworks happening within 6 feet of the Parish Boundary, the diversion route going through the Parish and 80% of the residents being affected.
4. Councillor Vacancy
WW advised the meeting that Vincent Parkes had decided to step down from his position as councillor as he was unable to give the role the commitment it needed due the demands of his day job. WW was sad that Vincent had felt it necessary to resign but asked that a vote of thanks for all his efforts be included in the minutes.

WW asked councillors for ideas about possible replacements and also advised that details of the vacancy would be included in The Buckerell Bugle which is to be published shortly.

It was agreed that once the vacancy had been filled that the question of councillor’s portfolios would be addressed.

5. Police Report.
One crime had been reported - a dog biting a member of the public - the matter had been dealt with by the police in conjunction with the Dog Warden Team at EDDC. The incident happened in November.
PCSO Anning had asked that people are reminded that dog owners have a legal obligation to control their dogs at all times and that they are criminally responsible for any actions their dog may take. This control of the dog applies also on the owner’s property when someone is there on a lawful purpose e.g. postman, delivery man etc.

He also asked that if a dog is seen out of control that photographs are taken and provided to the Dog Warden or the police.
6. Public Questions
A question was asked about exactly what the Parish Lengthsman was supposed to be doing and what was achieved earlier in the week. It was agreed that RR would contact Devon County Council and ask them to provide details of the planned programme of works so that future visits can be monitored.
The question of whether the area where the 30 mph speed applied could be extended to include the road up passed Hillside Cottages had been raised with the Chairman. RR was asked to raise the matter with Devon Highways.
7. Finance

a) RR confirmed that the balance at bank on 22nd January 2017 was £4525.70
b) The following payments were proposed for approval by RP and seconded by WW.
i. David Wayne  - January - £25.00

ii. Doug Cowan - Room Hire February -  £20.00

8. Councillor Wright’s Report

No report received.
9. Councillor Susie Bond’s Report

The following report was received prior to the meeting;

The Boundary Commission has made its initial report into district boundary changes in East Devon. Buckerell remains within the ward of Feniton & Buckerell, with the only change being a renaming of the ward to 'Feniton'. The report is currently out for a period of public consultation.
Otherwise, the only news I have to report this time is the quashing of the enforcement issue at Trafalgar Bridge. I forwarded the Inspector's report to you and Wendy for reference. The Inspector has allowed the appeal with consent granted for a period of 5 years (from 14 February 2017) because the Council is unable to provide any alternative sites for the occupants of the caravans. There are conditions attached to the consent, notably that a maximum of 3 caravans can be accommodated on the site and the occupants must provide a Flood Plan within three months of the appeal decision.
10. Planning
Both these applications required decisions before the meeting so were handled via e-mail. As RP is the owner of Colhayes Cottage he was excluded from the decision making process.

16/2981/FUL - Deer Park Hotel, Weston, Honiton EX14 3PG - change of use of Motor House to be used as a conference facility - No objections although it was noted that the building was being used as a conference centre prior to Christmas.
17/0050/FUL - Colhayes Cottage, Buckerell, Honiton EX14 3EJ - erection of garage and car port - No objections
11. Parishes Together Fund

Further to the last meeting a proposal was put together to solve the problems with flooding at the Orchards Lane junction, however following the flooding on 3rd February it transpired that the problem was not the sump in the adjacent field but the drain under the road. WW contacted a number of companies regarding having the drain looked at but they all pointed out that it was the responsibility of the Highways Department and therefore they could not get involved. As a result of this, WW & RR looked at a number of alternative projects and decided on addressing the ditches below Avenhayes. A proposal has been submitted and RR has responded to a number of queries on the proposal. An update will be provided at the next meeting.
12. Superfast Broadband

Following the last meeting RR contacted Matt Barrow at Connecting Devon and Somerset who advised that the new cabinet should have been capable of taking orders by the end of January. PP advised that the some broadband suppliers were advertising packages for Superfast broadband within the village. RR was asked to get some clarification. RR advised that the forthcoming road closure between Hackham’s Farm and Avenhayes was related to broadband.
13. Roads Report

a) The flooding at the Orchards Lane junction was discussed. RP advised that he had e-mailed Mike Brown at DCC with full details of the problem including photographic evidence that proved it was a Highways issue but had not received a response. WW had also spoken to him but had failed to get a meaningful response. As this has been a issue since October 2008, it was agreed that a full report would be out together and Councillor Claire Wright would be asked to help. It was agreed that the response from Mike Brown to this and other issues was totally unsatisfactory. 
b) RR had circulated prior to the meeting details of the Measuring Engagement Survey, RR completed the survey at the meeting with the help of all the councillors, before submitting he would circulate the final form.
c) The poor conditions of the roads past Sowton Farm and up to Hembury Fort were mentioned again. It was agreed to include something in The Bugle encouraging people to report pot holes and problems with the drains etc. using the Devon County Council website: https://new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/
14. Trees, Footpaths, Hedgerows and drains
Nothing to report.
15. Village Maintenance

a) RR reported that one of the cornerstones on The War Memorial needed replacing. WW to contact Martin Glaeser to get quote. 
b) WW advised that the agreed maintenance programme would be starting shortly. RR advised that moss killing the area around The War Memorial needed to be added to the list of tasks.

16. Transparency Code for Local Authorities

RR outlined details of this code which should have already been implemented, it was agreed that all necessary steps must be taken to ensure that the Parish Council was fully compliant before the end of the financial year. RR would put together a schedule of exactly what was required to achieve this within the deadline.

17. Parish Council Web Site

WW would ask VP for the codes to access the web site to allow it to be updated. It was agreed that RR and David Wayne would work on the update.
18. Bus Shelter
WW had contacted Mike Brown at Highways regarding help with identifying possible locations for a bus shelter within the village but was told to contact the bus companies as it was not his responsibility. After discussions with the two companies that currently operate school buses, they identified the area by the War Memorial where there is currently a bench, as the only possible location within the village. For the Parish Council to proceed they would need to seek planning permission, WW agreed to take this project forward.  RR pointed out certain factors that would have to be considered including that the wall by the church and The Old Rectory is Grade 2* listed and that the land around the War Memorial is classified as Village Green and is subject to restrictions on how it can be used. He also advised that it had previously been rejected as a location.
19. Village Plastics 
David Wayne had advised the council  he no longer had his own transport to carry out the plastics collection but was willing to carry on until EDDC starts collecting plastics in June, if the Parish Council would cover the costs of hiring a vehicle and fuel. He was prepared to do this without charging anything for his time. After a brief discussion (from which WW was excluded) it was unanimously agreed that the Parish Council would cover not only the hire costs but also the cost David’s time. It was felt that this would be the most environmental friendly approach as otherwise the plastics would go into landfill or involve numerous individual trips to the tip.
RR would advise David Wayne of the council’s decision.

20. Parking at The War Memorial
It was agreed that WW & RP would discuss and agree with Mr Maxwell-Lawford the exact details of the signage to be erected about the parking around the War Memorial.
21. Defibrillator

A discussion was held about potential locations within the village. It was agreed that as SB had been involved with the defibrillators in Feniton, WW should contact her for some advice.

22. Dates for future meetings 

RR handed out suggested dates for the coming year, councillors were asked to advise of any potential problems.

23. Devon Link Up

A request for a donation had been received from this organisation based at The Beehive in Honiton. It was agreed that a one off donation of £50.00 be made. This was proposed by WW and seconded by JG. RR to raise cheque.
JG suggested that a statement be included on the Parish Council’s web site regarding the council’s policy on donations to organisations. RR was asked to produce some appropriate wording
24. Date of next meeting

Wednesday 26th April 2017 at 7.00 p.m. at Doug’s Shed.

This will be followed by the Annual Parish Meeting
Meeting closed 20.58 p.m.
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