BUCKERELL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of  the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 4th January 2017 at Doug’s Shed, Splatthayes, Buckerell
Those Present

Wendy Wayne - Chair (WW)

Prue Pinsent - Vice Chair (PP)

Jo Gillingham (JG)

Russell Powell (RP)

Richard Reeve - Clerk (RR)

There was one member of the public present.

1. Apologies 
Apologies were received from Councillors Claire Wright (CW) and Susie Bond (SB).
2. Minutes of meeting held on 8th November 2016
The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting. This was proposed by RP and seconded by WW

3. Matters Arising

a) Ref 4a) - An article about Dog Fouling was included in the last edition of The Bugle.

b) Ref 7a) - The vehicle in question was moved after WW spoke to the owners.

c) Ref 7b) - Cheque had been raised for the Church Clock Fund.

d) Ref 8) - Thank you letters had been received from the four organisations provided with grants

e) Ref 9) - RR advised that the official paperwork for applying for the precept had now been received and he would ensure it was submitted on time.

f) Ref 14) -Details of the Future Care Consultation had been circulated via the village e-mail and WW had responded officially on behalf of the council.
4. Allocation of Portfolios
The allocation of individual portfolios was discussed and the following was agreed:
	Portfolio
	Councillor

	Planning
	Wendy Wayne, Prue Pinsent

	Drains
	Wendy Wayne

	Roads
	Russell Powell

	Snow Warden
	Jo Gillingham

	Footpaths and hedgerows
	Prue Pinsent

	Website
	Vincent Parkes

	Trees
	Vincent Parkes


5. Police Report

No crimes reported since the previous meeting.

6. Public Questions
The subject of parking around the War Memorial was raised by Mrs Maxwell-Lawford. She explained that the situation is now the worst it has been in the 30 years that she has lived at The Old Rectory. On a number of occasions she had been unable to access her property and was particularly concerned about what would happen in the case of an emergency. WW reassured her that if Emergency Services vehicles needed to access her property, any vehicles in the way would simply be moved. She provided a detailed drawing of how the vehicles were being parked and the problems this was causing. The meeting agreed that parking in villages all over the country was becoming a problem as most properties have at least two cars and very few have parking for these vehicles. A detailed discussion was then held about how this particular problem could be addressed. As was agreed at the last meeting, as an initial step, a sign and plan would be put up advising people where they could park and asking them to cooperate. If this failed to stop the problem, the Parish Council which owns the land would have to consider some more draconian measures.
7. Finance

a) RR confirmed that the balance at bank on 22nd December 2016 was £4670.70

b) The following payments were proposed for approval by RP and seconded by WW.
i. David Wayne  - Plastics December - £25.00

ii. Martin Glaeser  - Paving -  £95.00

iii. Doug Cowan - Room Hire January -  £20.00

8. Councillor Wright’s Report

The following report was provided prior to the meeting.
The deadline to halve the remaining community hospital beds deadline is on Friday 6 January. All beds are proposed to be lost at Honiton Hospital. 

To comment email d-ccg.YourFutureCare@nhs.net  
Schools funding
There are plans for a government funding shake-up of local schools. Unfortunately, despite Devon schools being virtually at the bottom of the funding table, around one third are set to lose money as a result of the redistribution of funds. 

In addition to new government induced pressures driving many into deficit, including introduction of the living wage and greater costs for pensions and national insurance. There are also more children needing education in Devon due to high levels of house building and more children with special educational needs.

King’s is set to lose £123,000 by 2020 if the plans go ahead and Honiton Community College would lose £19,000 a year.

Feniton Primary School will gain slightly if the plans go ahead, by around £8,000 a year.

Colyton Grammar is set to lose around £80,000 a year and the picture is similar for Sidmouth College and Exmouth Community College.

There appears to be no sense, no rhyme and no reason to the new proposed funding arrangements.  

 

I have written to Hugo Swire MP asking him to fight hard on our behalf for schools to receive significant increases in funding.  Firstly, to compensate schools for recent additional costs and secondly to level the unfair funding playing field. I have yet to hear back from Mr Swire, however, I have seen from press reports that he intends to act on this issue.

If you wish to make representations on behalf of Kings School, you may be best emailing Neil Parish as your MP and Hugo Swire as the MP for Ottery St Mary.  The address for responding to the consultation is: HighNeedsFundingReform.CONSULTATION@education.gov.uk
A formal consultation on the plans ends on 22 March.

9. Councillor Susie Bond’s Report

The following report was received prior to the meeting;

As reported at the last meeting, permission has been granted for the construction of EDDC’s new HQ at Heathpark in Honiton. However, the project is dependent on the sale of the Knowle site in Sidmouth and a planning application by PegasusLife for 113 ‘assisted living’ flats was rejected by the Planning Committee at their meeting in December (reasons given were the scale and mass of the building and the total lack of affordable housing). This will mean a delay of probably six months on the relocation project.
10. Schools Funding

A discussion was held based on the information provided by Councillor Wright, it was agreed that WW would respond on behalf of the council expressing concerns about the levels of funding.

11. Public Spaces Protection Orders

Details of the new Public Protection Orders proposed by EDDC were discussed in particular those affecting people and their dogs. In view of the impact the proposed changes would have on people walking their dogs it was agreed that the details should circulated via the Village E-mail. RR would also ask VP to also put them on the PC website.
12. Planning

There were no new issues to be discussed.
13. Highway Community Enhancement Fund

After discussing the details, it was agreed that we are too small a parish to get involved in a scheme like this.
14. Parishes Together Fund

At the last meeting it was suggested that the funds available could be used to sort out the problems at The Goyle, however due to the efforts of a local resident this problem has now been resolved. Following the flooding in November at the Orchards Lane turning, WW had discussions with the landowner of the adjacent field about what was causing the problem and how it could be resolved. She subsequently had a conversation with Phil Callard of CC Plant Hire who has generously offered to provide some machinery. It was agreed that this project should go ahead and RP was tasked with sorting out the details with Phil Callard and Mr and Mrs Pratt and that he and RR would write up the proposal for submission. RR advised that the deadline was 8th February.
15. Superfast Broadband

The new cabinet had been installed up by Hackham’s Farm, however no one was really sure what would happen next. WW asked RR to contact Matt Barrow at DCC to get an update.
16. Roads Report

a) It was noted that the road past Sowton Farm was deteriorating again and that potholes were forming. It was stressed that it was essential for people to continue using the online reporting system as this was the most effective way of getting problems resolved.

b) RP also reported problems on the road up to Hembury Fort.

c) RR reported that he had not been notified about the impending road closure at Weston.

17. Trees, Footpaths, Hedgerows and drains
WW reported that following the presentation at the last meeting about the Definitive Map Review, one landowner had come forward which a suggested alteration to the route of one of the footpaths. RR had provided them with the paperwork they needed to complete.
18. Village Maintenance

a) WW advised that the programme of work would be starting shortly. JG asked that the area at Curscombe Lane be added and this was agreed.

b) JG would be sorting out the Village Library over the next 2 weeks including clearing out some of the books that had been there for a long time.

c) WW advised that the Village Map was being reproduced by Chloe Morter.

19. Parish Council Web Site

This needs updating and WW would discuss with VP. RR stressed that it was essential due to legislation regarding “Transparency” that the web site is updated regularly.

20. Bus Shelter
WW reported that she had been having problems contacting Mike Brown at DCC to discuss possible locations. RR suggested contacting CW who might be able to help.

22. Parking in the Village

The area around the War Memorial was discussed under Public Questions.

The general question of parking within the village was discussed and the only possible solution was to provide an area for parking, however that would involve finding a suitable and available location. WW would discuss with Mike Brown at DCC.

23. Matters for next meeting

a) Purchase of a defibrillator

b) Agree meeting dates for next 12 months

24. Date of next meeting

Wednesday 1st March at 7.00 p.m. at Doug’s Shed.

Meeting closed 21.05 p.m.
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