BUCKERELL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of  the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council &
 the Annual Parish Meeting held on 

Tuesday 17th May in Buckerell Parish Church at 7.30pm

Those Present
Wendy Wayne - Chair (WW)
Jo Gillingham (JG)

Prue Pinsent (PP)

Vincent Parkes (VP)

Clr. Claire Wright (CW)

Clr. Susie Bond (SB)

Matt Barrow (MB)

PCSO Clive Vickery  (CV)

Richard Reeve - Clerk 

There were 9 members of the public present

1. Apologies

None required.

2. Minutes of Last Meeting held on 12th April 2016 

It was agreed that the minutes were a true and accurate of the meeting. This was proposed by JG and seconded by PP. The minutes were then signed.

3. Election of Chair and Vice Chair

WW advised the meeting that she had been informed on the 11th May by Mr Nicholas Maxwell-Lawford that he was resigning as a Parish Councillor. The clerk informed the meeting that the formal process of filling the vacancy had now been started and that if an election was not triggered by the 2nd June, the council could co-opt a new councillor at the next meeting. WW asked that the council’s immense gratitude to Mr Maxwell-Lawford for all his efforts during his period of service, be put on record and also that his knowledge and experience would be sadly missed.
The clerk asked WW if she was willing to stand as chair for a further year, she was proposed by JG and seconded by PP, she was elected unanimously. 

WW asked for volunteers to stand as Vice Chair, PP agreed to stand and was proposed by WW and seconded by JG. PP was elected unanimously.

4. Allocation of Councillor Portfolios

It was agreed that the councillors would be allocated the following portfolios until such time as a new councillor was appointed at which stage a further review would be undertaken;
	Councillor
	Portfolio

	Wendy Wayne
	Planning

	Prue Pinsent
	Roads

	Vincent Parkes
	Website and Footpaths

	Jo Gillingham
	Snow Warden

	Tree and hedgerows
	To be decided


5. Police Report
CV reported that out of the 15 rural parishes he looked after, Buckerell was the only one not to have had a reported crime in the past 12 months. Whilst this was good, he advised that people should not be complacent and make sure that they continue to keep their property and any buildings secure.

CV invited questions - the main item raised was about handing property into the police. The situation is that they no longer accept non-identifiable items at the Police Station and they must be registered on line. Identifiable items e.g. a purse with driving licence can still be handed in at a Police Station.
6. Superfast Broadband

WW welcomed Matt Barrow, Stakeholder Engagement Officer, Connecting Devon and Somerset to the meeting. 

MB started by explaining the purpose of Connecting Devon and Somerset. The main objective was to roll out of Superfast Broadband across the region to those areas which wouldn’t be deemed as commercially viable and to achieve a speed of 24 mbps in all areas. 

The actual roll out was in three phases;

Phase 1

90% of premises to have Superfast Broadband by the end of 2016.

Phase 2

95% of premises to have Superfast Broadband by the end of 2017.
Phase 3

100% of premises to have Superfast Broadband by the end of 2020.

MB briefly explained how the system and technology worked and how being in a live area doesn’t necessarily mean that you can actually get Superfast Broadband. The majority of Buckerell falls under the Feniton exchange and Feniton 3 Cabinet at Fenny Bridges is live but too far away for a connection. 
The question of the on-line maps showing that Superfast Broadband was available in Buckerell when it wasn’t, was raised as this has implications for house prices, businesses and the ability to sell properties. MB confirmed that these maps will be updated to show the true picture but couldn’t at this stage confirm when this would actually happen. He did confirm that Buckerell, as it was in an area purported to have Superfast Broadband when it didn’t, would fall under Phase 2 of the roll out i.e. scheduled to be live by the end of 2017. He then explained how the Phase 2 would happen; firstly, suppliers to complete the bid process by Autumn this year, secondly, detailed timing plans to be provided once the suppliers had been accepted, and finally completion of Phase 2 by the end of 2017.
MB also explained whereas Phase 1 had primarily been undertaken by BT Openreach, Phase 2 would be open to genuine competition with a number of companies involved with the bidding process and also including alternative means of providing Superfast Broadband including wireless and satellite. 

MB also gave details of a scheme where people receiving speeds of under 2mbps, could qualify for a £500 voucher to help them use an alternative technology to improve their speed. He advised that it would be useful to the Parish, if we find out the speeds everyone in the village is receiving to present a case to BT. The disparity of speeds within the village was 

discussed, for example two neighbouring properties using the same ISP, one getting 2mbps and the other 5mbps. If these anomalies can be mapped and backed up with screenshots of speed tests this would strengthen the case.
The merits of the different technologies were also discussed as well as their different costs, for example wireless might cost £30 per month but a landline isn’t required.

It was agreed that Vincent Parkes together with Sue Cade would take the idea of a survey forward and report back at the next meeting.
WW thanked MB for coming to the meeting and handing all the questions.

7. Public Questions

There were no questions

8. Annual Audit

The clerk handed councillors copies of the annual audit report. He explained that the next stage was for the details on the form to be checked by the Internal Auditor. WW confirmed that Stephanie Evans of East Devon Volunteer Support Agency had agreed to carry out the internal audit. Following this, the form is sent to Grant Thornton who are the external auditors appointed by the government, once they have signed off the audit it is returned to the clerk. By law it must then be displayed for a period of 30 days and anyone within the parish can request to see the supporting paperwork.
9. Finance

a. The Balance at bank on 21st April 2016: £5704.20
b. The following payments were proposed by WW, seconded by PP and approved unanimously;

i. Community First (Insurance) - £150.78
ii. Buckerell Parish Church - Use of church May - £15.00
iii. Patricia Craig-Macquaide - War Memorial Pot Flowers - £43.99
c. The clerk advised that following the resignation of Nicholas Maxwell-Lawford, new signatories to the bank account would be needed. It was agreed that all councillors would in future be signatories. This means that Prue Pinsent and Jo Gillingham would be added as signatories. The clerk handed the relevant forms to PP and JG.

10. Councillors Claire Wright’s Report
a. CW advised that the Clinical Commissioning Board had moved beds from Ottery to Sidmouth and Honiton. 
b. As previously reported NHS Property Services are acquiring all the hospitals in East Devon, this is taking place on 1st June. The effect of this will be that they will start to charge commercial rates for these properties and that will have an impact on budgets and ultimately patient care. It was agreed that the council would send a letter to our MP expressing concern about these changes.

c. The DCC budget has been cut by a further £35m from last year, meaning over the past 5 years £174m has been taken from the budget. CW expressed concern about the level of the cuts and the impact this will have on vulnerable people.

d. Council Tax has increased by 3.99% however due to the cut in the governmental grant, the level of services provided by the council has fallen.

e. CW reported that her proposal to allow public speaking at Scrutiny and other committee meetings had been passed and the public will now be allowed to ask questions at these meetings.
11. Councillor Susie Bond’s Report

SB reported that the planning application for The Deer Park Motor Home had been passed at the DMC meeting by 7 votes to 2. One of the conditions that she had managed to have imposed was the planting of trees to improve the screening of the building. She also expressed concern that with the approval of this application in a rural environment, the door would be opened to further applications such as this at other properties in similar locations. The clerk informed the meeting that only three properties had been consulted about this application; Deer Park Farm, Nod Lodge and the Fishing Lodge. SB suggested that a complaint should be made as properties with a direct, unobstructed view of the development had not been consulted.
12. Planning 

a. 15/1588/FUL - Deer Park Hotel Weston Honiton EX14 3PG - As previously reported, despite the Parish Council’s objections, this application was passed.

b. 16/0999/FUL - - Skiddaw, Buckerell EX14 3EJ - The council supports this application.
13. Parishes Together Fund
Details of the scheme with the application dates had been circulated prior to meeting. SB reminded the meeting that if the project relates to ditches it can be done without involving another parish.  It was agreed that PP would look at how we could take advantage of this scheme.

14. Queen’s 90th Birthday Awards

The clerk advised that as agreed at the last meeting David Wayne had been nominated and the paperwork submitted to EDDC.

15. Roads Report

a. PP had spoken to Mike Brown at DCC regarding the road down to Sowton Farm and also the culvert at the Goyle, he advised that the budget for minor roads had still to be confirmed. He was unable to advise when the top dressing of the road from Glebe Farm to Weston would be rescheduled.
b. The clerk reported that following the last meeting the problems involving parking on the Heathpark had been addressed. Plans were in place to extend the double yellow lines around the entrances to business and WDV Ltd had been spoken to by EDDC about selling vehicles from the public highway.
16. Trees, Footpaths, Hedgerows and drains
A question was asked about whether farmers were allowed to have livestock in fields with footpaths, it was confirmed that they can as long as it is not a bull. The clerk was asked to find out the latest regulations.

The signpost to Buckerell at Weston is obscured by foliage and is causing problems for visitors to Buckerell. This will be taken up with Awliscombe Parish Council.

The absence of a left turn road sign to Honiton at the junction of Devonshire Way and Hayne Lane was raised. The clerk advised that it had been highlighted to DCC 4 years ago but at that stage there was no money available. It was agreed that the clerk would contact DCC again to see if there was any budget available now and if not, how much it would cost to fund a sign. It was suggested that the Parish Council could fund it and ask businesses that would benefit to contribute.

17. Village Maintenance

Plans for improving the area by the Parish Noticeboard were on hold until the wall behind it was repaired. WW agreed to talk to the owners.

It was suggested that a budget should be established to cover village maintenance. This was proposed by JG, seconded by VP and passed unanimously. The items to be covered by the budget are:
a. Area around Parish Noticeboard

b. Village Signs

c. Picket fence on verge past Avenhayes (exactly who owns it to be established. PP to handle).

d. Refurbishment of Parish Noticeboard and Parish Pump (The Clerk to get quotes).
18. Parish Website

An update on the website would be provided at the next meeting.

19. Deer Park Hotel Fireworks

The display on the 11th April had drawn complaints about the level of noise and its effect on animals and livestock. The Environmental Health Officer had spoken to the hotel and received written assurances that any future displays would comply with current noise regulations.
20. Clerk’s Position

The clerk advised that he was awaiting a response from HMRC regarding how payments should be made.

Date of Next Meeting - 12th July 2016
Please note that this date might have to change as PP is away and JG is unsure if she can attend. If she cannot attend the meeting will have to be arranged as there will be insufficient councillors in attendance for the meeting to be quorate. Could councillors please confirm their availability for the 12th July by 30th May?
Meeting closed 22.10 p.m.
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